
Teacher Resources

B&O Railroad Museum 901 W Pratt St. Baltimore, MD 21223  |  BORail.org  | 410-752-2490  |  edu@borail.org

Global Conflict
Post-Visit Lesson

Big Idea

Grades:  7th - 12th grade Class Time Needed: 45 minutes

Materials Needed

Students will understand how the railroad contributed to healing and positive 
relationships with other countries after global conflict. 

Maryland Curriculum Standards

Each group needs:

• Map of United States (provided at end of lesson plan)

• “The Merci Train” article (provided at end of lesson plan)

• Device with Internet access

• Writing/ coloring utensils

Social Studies Framework

• (7th grade): Analyze major sources of tension, cooperation, and conflict in the world and 

the efforts that have been made to address them.

• Essential Question (High School): How did involvement in a global conflict change 

America?

• Merci Train Website (to find what gifts were included for each state)  

http://www.mercitrain.org/

• The Friendship Train Website (includes informational video on main page)

http://www.thefriendshiptrain1947.org/



Lesson Procedure

Introduction:

Watch the Friendship Train video (https://youtu.be/GOib1tddldM) and read the attached article to 
understand the link between the Friendship Train and the Merci Train.

Direct Instruction (Student Activity):

Students will either work individually, in pairs or in groups. The goal is to use the internet to find out 
what each state received in their car of the Merci Train. At the time, there were only 48 states (Hawaii 
and Alaska had not been added yet), so the Merci Train had 49 cars which each represented a state 
and one car represented the territories of Washington, DC and Hawaii. Each student may be 
responsible for 2-3 states OR each pair can search 3-5 states OR each group can find the answer for 
8-10 states. 

When students have discovered the items received by a state, they can write it on the US map inside 
the state borders. By the end of the lesson, each student should be able to write at least one gift 
inside or near each of the 50 states.

Conclusion:

Prompt a class discussion with the following questions - 

 •  Why did the Friendship Train include food and money when the Merci Train included many 
different types of gifts?

 • How did the trains increase positive relations between the United States and European countries?

 • Are there similarities among the gifts different states received? Differences?

 • What would be a good way to show our support for other countries today?
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